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General Membership Meeting
April 30, 2008

Participants:
Alison Rose

Amanda Harvey

Dana Smith

Janie Runkle

Jenna Beck

Kanisha Caesar

Carrie Poston
Kim Miller

Dana Hobby
Patti Korehbandi
Tasha Starks

Lisa Weaver

Kaye Murry

Erica O’Neal

Taniesha Langston

Misty Smith

Teresa Henson

Helen Weir

Carolyn Lunnie-Scales

Emogene Fox

Jane Elphingstone

Laura Mayfield

Kennett Mayes

Lauren Scott

Barbie Brunner

Debbie Campbell

Rosemary Alcon

Welcome and Introductions
Participants took part in a short exercise to get to know one another better by introducing themselves to one new person and also naming one item on the Arkansas SOPHE website.  Alison facilitated the exercise which served to introduce members to one another and to remind members of the various features on the new web site. 
Communication with Membership / New Web Site
Dana Smith spoke about the benefits of the new AR SOPHE website (www.arkansassophe.org) which included less cost and easier capability of sending attachments. Members can expect to receive emails instructing them to check the website for important announcements in the future. Members can contact one of the executive committee members if they have information they would like to share with membership.  
National SOPHE Membership and Officer Vacancies
Anyone interested in serving as an officer for National SOPHE should contact Barbie Brunner at brunnerbarbaraw@uams.edu. 
Officer Reports

President-Elect (Amanda Harvey) – Any member with ideas on how SOPHE can be more active in advocacy efforts should contact Amanda.  If there is a particular issue that SOPHE should be involved with, please contact Amanda for guidance and assistance.
Past President (Kim Dean) - Kim was not in attendance but Alison noted that Kim had arranged for Misty Paschall to present two sessions at the APHA conference.  These sessions would be hosted by AR SOPHE.  As Past President, Kim is responsible for drafting a slate of officers for the upcoming year.  Anyone interested in holding an office should contact Kim.
Vice-President (Dana Smith)-Applications for CEU’s after attending the SOPHE workshop need to be turned in to Dana by May 15th. There is an application on the AR SOPHE website for anyone who would like to offer CEU’s at their event. There is also a list of approved events or activities for CHES hours on the website. The next opportunity for hours is the APHA conference which will be held next week. 
Secretary (Jenna Beck)-No report.
Treasurer (Kim Miller)-AR SOPHE balance is currently $11,587.97. Kim gave a description of our Holiday Project for those in attendance. 
Historian (Janie Runkle)-The latest newsletter is located on the website. The next newsletter will be sent out in July. The deadline for articles is June 27th. Please submit articles that you would like to share to Janie at jgrunkle@uams.edu.
National Delegate (Barbie Brunner)- National SOPHE has relocated in Washington and has a new address which can be found on their website. (www.sophe.org) National SOPHE is currently working on their relationship with local chapters and looking into the challenges that local chapters face such as the member requirement. The by-laws are going out for approval and delegates have conference calls once a month. If anyone is interested in sitting in on the Mid-year conference call in May, contact Barbie. 
Members at Large: 

Professional Development (Janea Snyder)- Not in attendance
Conference (Carrie Poston)-There will be two more AR SOPHE workshops. The first will be held in June in Rogers and the second will be held in October in Monticello. Topics will benefit those areas. When more information is available an email will be sent out. Please inform others about the workshops and opportunity for CEU’s. Since this is the first year for changing the conference any feedback is welcome. 

By-Laws (Misty Paschall)-Not in attendance.
Awards (Trish Ouie)-Not in attendance.
Membership (Dana Hobby)-New membership cards will be sent out by the end of May for those renewing their membership at the Little Rock workshop. 
Grants (Kanisha Caesar)- Please provide Kanisha with feedback on the latest grant opportunity sent through email. 
Open Floor
· Amanda has tried to make a connection with the College of Public Health but has had no responses. If anyone has a contact there please let her know. AR SOPHE is not attached or restricted from joining with other affiliates. 

· Emogene Fox announced that the Master of Health Science degree at the University of Central Arkansas is now completely online. Also, a memorial fund for Dr. Gary Lewers has been set up in order to establish something in his honor, either a memorial or scholarship. 
Upcoming Meetings:
· August 15th Conference Call / 11:00 – 12:00 / Executive Committee only
· October 17th TBD / 11:00 – 12:00 Executive Committee and 12:00 General Membership







